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A large screen outside Bombay Stock Exchange in Mumbai displays live telecast of Finance Minister P. Chidambaram’s interim budget speech on February 17.

Interim budget 2014-15

Towards greater financial
stability and efficiency
n India, US agree to
resolve pharma trade
issues

n Jammu & kashmir
bags top tourism
award

n Indian Mars
Orbiter completes
100 days in space
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Towards greater financial
stability and efficiency
With fiscal deficit declining, current account deficit contained, inflation
moderated, growth revival, stable exchange rate and rise in exports, the
Indian economy is more stable today than it was two years ago, says Finance
Minister P. Chidambaram
inance
Minister
P.
Chidambaram presented the
interim budget for the next
fiscal on February 17 saying
the Indian economy was more stable
today than two years ago and sought
to win over key sections like scheduled castes, minorities, women, farmers and army personnel with more
money for their welfare while pleasing the middle class with excise cuts
to make cars, mobile phones and
items of daily consumption cheaper.
The Finance Minister could not
change the tax regime vastly, as it
required legislative approvals and is
generally
left
for
the
next
Government in an election year. The
direct tax rates were left unaltered.
But that did not stop him from
announcing the key targets that were
met, besides highlighting the other
achievements.
In his largely uninterrupted 56minute speech, Finance Minister
Chidambaram sought to drive home
the point that the government did not
spend recklessly and more than met
the targets for fiscal deficit set for
2013-14.
At the same time, farm credit disbursals and public investments,
notably on infrastructure, were met
despite challenges, he said, and
added concerns over food inflation
and current account deficit were also
adequately addressed.
“No one is speaking about downgrades
now,”
said
Minister
Chidambaram, referring to the threats
given by some global credit rating
agencies to lower India’s economic
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Finance Minister P. Chidambaram arrives at Parliament House to present the interim budget 2014-15, in
New Delhi on February 17.
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outlook that could have rendered junk
status to Indian bonds and triggered a
flight of capital.
“The economy is more stable today
than it was two years ago,” said the
Minister, tabling India’s 83rd national
budget and the 9th such personal exercise for him.
India’s growth, he said, would be
4.9 percent this fiscal, against 4.5
percent in 2012-13. “I wonder how
many have noted the fact that India’s
economy, in terms of the size of its
GDP (gross domestic product), is the
11th largest in the world. There are
great things in store.”
The main budget for the financial
year 2014-15 will be presented by the
new Government that will come to
power after the general elections.
Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan
Singh, who had earlier presided over
the Cabinet meeting where the interim budget was approved, congratulated Minister Chidambaram for a
“well balanced” budget, one that por-
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trayed a “realistic picture” of the economic situation in the country.
Industry also welcomed Finance
Minister Chidambaram’s resolve to
stay on the fiscal discipline course,

while addressing the requirements of
sectors such as automobiles, capital
goods and consumer electronics.
Giving specific numbers, Minister
Chidambaram said fiscal deficit for

highlights of interim budget 2014-15
GDP Growth
n Growth in the third and fourth quarter of

the current year is expected to be 5.2 percent and that for the whole year has been
estimated at 4.9 percent.

Deficit & Inflation
n Fiscal deficit for 2013-14 contained at 4.6

percent.
n Current account deficit for 2013/14 projected at $45 billion down from $88 billion in
2012-13.
n Foreign exchange reserves to rise by $15
billion by end of 2013/14.
n WPI inflation down to 5.05 percent and
core inflation down to 3.0 percent in
January 2014.

Borrowing
n Gross market borrowing seen at `5.97 tril-

lion rupees in 2014/15.
n Net market borrowing at `4.07 trillion
n Debt repayment in 2014/15 seen at `1.897
trillion.

n Ways and Means advances for 2014/15

estimated at `100 billion.

Privatisation
n Target from stake sale in state run firms for

2013/14 revised to `258.41 billion.
n Target for 2014/15 at `569.25 billion.

Spending
n Plan expenditure for 2014/15 seen at same

level as previous year.
n Non plan spending estimated at about
`12.08 trillion in 2014/15.

Subsidies
n Total spending on food, fertilizers and fuel

at `2.5 trillion in 2014/15.
n Food subsidy estimated at `1.15 trillion,
fertilizer subsidy at `679.71 billion.
Petroleum subsidy seen at `634.27 billion
versus revised figure of `854.8 billion for
2013/14.

Defense
n

2014/15, up 10 percent year on year.

exports
n Merchandise exports seen at $326 billion

in 2013/14, up 6.3 percent year on year.
n Agriculture exports expected to touch $45
billion in 2013/14, up from $41 billion in
2012/13.

Tax Proposals
n No major change in tax rates.
n Factory gate tax to be reduced to 10 per-

cent from 12 percent on some capital
goods, consumer durables.
n Cut excise duty on small cars, two
wheelers, commercial vehicles to 8% from
12 percent.
n Recommends excise duty reductions on
larger vehicles.
n Restructure of factory gate tax rates for
manufacturing of mobile handsets.

Financial Sector
n Govt to provide `112 billion capital infu-

Spending raised to `2.24 trillion in
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2013-14 would be contained at 4.6
percent of GDP, against the target of
4.8 percent, and the current account
deficit was lower at $45 billion, compared with $88 billion for the previous fiscal.
He said fiscal deficit target for the
next fiscal has been cut further to 4.1
percent of GDP with a plan expenditure `5.55 trillion ($88 billion) and
non-plan expenditure of `12.07 trillion ($192 billion).
For defense, he proposed a 10-percent higher allocation from `2.03 trillion ($32 billion) to `2.24 trillion
($35.5 billion), while for other ministries allocations have been either
kept the same as this fiscal or
enhanced.
He also conceded to the longpending demand for one-rank-onepension scheme to benefit more than
2.4 million former defense personnel
from April 1, entitling them to equal
post-retirement benefits notwithstanding the year of superannuation.
The Finance Minister said interventions by his government and the
Reserve Bank had led to the inflation
to come down to 5.05 percent now
against 7.3 percent when the budget
was presented last year.
Core inflation, which excludes
items that see volatility in prices, was
also down at 3 percent from 4.2 percent, he added.
Minister Chidambaram said the
Government had made large
investments on the infrastructure and
energy front, with seven new airports
under construction, 19 oil blocks
alloted and 50,000 MW of conventional power and 500 MW of solar
energy added.
He proposed to lower excise duty on
a host of items of daily consumption
from 12 percent to 10 percent. He also
proposed to reduce the levy on small
cars, motor cycles, scooters and commercial vehicles from 12 percent to 8
percent, for sports utility vehicles from
30 percent to 24 percent and for large
and mid-segment cars from 27/24
percent to 24/20 percent.
In the financial sector, he proposed
capital infusion of `112 billion or

India’s power generation capacity
doubles in a decade
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ndia’s installed power generation capacity
has more than doubled to 234,600 MW in
the past decade, the Government said on
February 17.
“India’s power generation capacity 10
years ago was 112,700 MW. It has now
risen to 234,600 MW,” Finance Minister P.
Chidambaram said presenting the interim
budget 2014-15 in Parliament.
He said that over 29,000 MW of power
generation capacity was added in the current
fiscal. Minister Chidambaram also announced
that while seven nuclear power reactors were
under construction, the 500 MW fast breeder
test reactor in the Kalpakkam nuclear plant in
Tamil Nadu would be ready soon.

I

IN THE NEXT THREE
DECADES INDIA WILL
BECOME THE THIRD
LARGEST ECONOMY BEHIND
USA AND CHINA
— Minister Chidambaram
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The Finance Minister said the National
Solar Mission would undertake four ultra
mega solar power projects. Another four
solar generation plants of 500 MW each will
be constructed in 2014-15.
“The interim budget has put the focus
back on creating a conducive environment
for the energy sector in the country,” said
Ratul Puri, Chairman of Hindustan
Powerprojects that plans to expand its thermal and solar power capacities.
“With the award of 16,000 MW of coalbased power projects or announcement of
four 500 MW of solar projects, the
Government has taken the right initiatives
towards energy independence,” he added.

$1.77 billion in public sector banks
and said a venture capital fund will be
set up to promote entrepreneurship
among people belonging to scheduled
castes.
He said major subsidies would be
slightly higher at `2.46 trillion ($39.1
billion) of which `1.15 trillion
($18.25 billion) is on food, `650 billion ($10.3 billion) is on fuel and
`680 billion ($10.8 billion) is on
fertilizers.

Interim Rail

BUDGET 2014-15

Investment boost to drive railways growth
Investment in Railways is being stepped up by partnership with the private
sector, says Railway Minister Mallikarjun Kharge
he interim railway budget
presented on February 12
envisages investment of
`643.05 billion as against
revised estimates of `593.59 billion
for 2013-14, Railway Minister
Mallikarjun Kharge said in the Lok
Sabha.
Anticipating a healthier growth of
the economy, Minister Kharge said
the freight traffic target is proposed at
1,101 million tons — an increment of
49.7 million tons over the current
year’s revised target of about 1,052
million tons.
The gross traffic receipts have been
projected at `1,607.75 billion while
Working Expenses have been proposed at `1106.49 billion, which is
`1,35.89 billion higher than the
revised estimates for the current year.
The Minister said investment in
Railways is being stepped up by partnership with the private sector. Publicprivate-partnership (PPP) projects
related to rolling stock manufacturing
units,
modernization
of
railway stations, multi-functional
complexes, logistics parks, private
freight terminal, freight train operations, liberalized wagon investment
schemes and dedicated freight corridors are in the pipeline. Apart from
attracting private investments from
domestic investors in rail sector, a
proposal is under consideration of the
Government to enable Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) to foster creation of
world class rail infrastructure.
The Minister said several measures
have been and are being taken for further strengthening safety measures.
Manning or elimination of all
unmanned level crossings has been
taken up and indigenously developed
Train Collision Avoidance System
(TCAS) and Vigilance Control Device
(VCD) in all electric and diesel locomotives is being introduced.
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Minister for Railways Mallikarjun Kharge leaving Rail Bhawan for Parliament House to present the Interim
Railway Budget in New Delhi on February 12. The Ministers of State for Railways K. J. Surya Prakash Reddy
and Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury are also seen.

highlights of interim railway budget 2014-15
n No change in passenger fares and freight
n

n

n
n

charges.
72 new trains to be introduced: These
include 17 premium trains, 38 express
trains, 10 passenger trains, 4 MEMU
(mainline electrical multiple unit) and 3
DEMU (diesel-electric multiple unit).
Three trains will be extended and
frequency of three other trains will be
increased.
Proposed outlay of `643.05 billion with a
budgetary support of `302.23 billion.
Gross traffic receipts targeted at
`1,607.75 billion with passenger earnings
of `452.55 billion, goods `1,057.70 bil-
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n
n
n
n
n
n

lion and other coaching and sundry earnings `97 billion.
19 new lines to be taken up for survey in
fiscal 2014-15.
Surveys for doubling five existing lines
will also be taken up during the year.
Meghalaya and Arunachal Pradesh to be
brought on railway map.
Independent Rail Tariff Authority set up to
advice on fares and freight.
Gross traffic receipts pegged at `1,607.75
billion.
Working expenses pegged at `1,106.49 billion, which is `135.89 billion higher than
the revised estimates for the current fiscal.

Ambassador’s
ENGAGEMENTS

Switching to problem-solving mode way forward
for India-US ties: Ambassador

D
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escribing upcoming elections as “India’s defining
moment”,
Indian
Ambassador S. Jaishankar
has advised India-U.S. interlocutors
to get off public argumentation
platforms and switch to a “problemsolving mode” to take forward the
India-U.S. ties.
“Clearly, we are approaching a
defining moment where choices
made would have significant implications for India of course, but for the
United States and the world as well,”
he said in a speech at the Chicago
Council on Global Affairs on ‘India’s
Defining Moment’ on February 28.
Saying that India’s elections, its
improving economy, and India-U.S.
relations
were
interconnected,
Ambassador Jaishankar suggested that
any “government coming into office
after general elections will naturally put
nation building as its first priority”.
“Maintaining and accelerating
growth will be of great significance,”
he said. “Encouraging investment,
expanding manufacturing, modernizing infrastructure, enhancing skills
development, upgrading technology
and promoting innovation will be
amongst its many facets.”
“The United States can be an indispensable partner on every score,” the
Ambassador said but cautioned
“None of this, however, is a foregone
conclusion.”
“They will only be outcomes of a
relationship that is assiduously tended by constant gardeners,” he said.
“The sensible thing to do is to
switch to a problem-solving mode” to
iron out current wrinkles in the
India-U.S. relationship.
“My sense is that India greatly values its reputation as being open to
international
business,”
the
Ambassador said assuring “concerns
perceived to be legitimate will be
addressed and that has actually been
our recent record”.

Excerpts from the Ambassador’s
speech on the occasion:
“Any Government coming into office
after general elections will naturally
put nation building as its first priority. Maintaining and accelerating
growth will be of great significance.
Encouraging investment, expanding
manufacturing, modernizing infrastructure, enhancing skills development, upgrading technology and promoting innovation will be amongst its
many facets. The United States can
be an indispensable partner on every
score. None of this, however, is a
foregone conclusion. They will only
be outcomes of a relationship that is
assiduously tended by constant gardeners.
Which then brings me to the state of
our ties. As someone who has been
associated with it for more than three
decades, I cannot but marvel at the distance we have come. There is a substantial convergence in our geopolitical
outlook and we have not allowed differences in other fields to limit the
extent of cooperation. As democratic
and plural societies, we have also come
March 2014
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together to meet challenges posed by
religious and political extremism.
When it comes to the protection of the
global commons, our interests again
appear largely aligned. The United
States has emerged in the last eight
years as a major supplier of military
equipment to India and our armed
forces probably conduct more exercises with each other than any other two
militaries.
Our trade in goods has grown by
about 250 percent since 2005 and in
services by about 350 percent.
Together, they are around $120 billion,
roughly double what India has with its
next highest trading partner. Our
investment story is no less encouraging
and the stock of U.S. FDI in India is
estimated at $50 billion. Indian FDI in
the U.S. has grown significantly in the
last decade and is now around $25 billion. The engagement between our
governments and civil society have
both broadened enormously, giving
rise to mechanisms and initiatives that
cover many areas of activity.
The Indian American community,
with an estimated 3.18 million U.S.

Ambassador’s
ENGAGEMENTS
nationals and 1.27 million Indian ones,
has been a particularly effective bridge.
Simply put, all these developments
together have changed the chemistry
of our ties.
I am also confident that national
security structures in both nations have
enough clarity about our convergence
to see them as the basis of a reliable
partnership. Translating the big picture
into standard operating procedures is
the real test of the long-term.
Business issues are admittedly more
contentious but if we can grow the
scale and quality of our economic
interactions, I suspect the volume and
intensity of complaints will correspondingly decline. Much, therefore, depends
on the extent and pace of the growth
cycle at home. Where broader ties
between our peoples are concerned, the
more we do, the more we can raise our
sights. The past record bears out that
the US can be a truly valuable partner
in the transfer of knowledge and the
building of capabilities.

While the Indian American community has been an effective bridge
and India’s economic growth has
made it more relevant to American
business, the heart of our ties lies in
geostrategic convergence buttressed
by shared values. One does not have
to be an optimist to predict an
American recovery in the near term.
Its innovation capabilities and energy
future speak for themselves. But even
that America will have to approach
the world with a more partnershipbased approach.
The dispersal of power will be
broader, particularly in Asia. And
effective partners for the United States
are in less abundant supply than in the
past. Ensuring a favorable balance of
power and contesting the pressures of
extremist politics are objectives common to our two countries.
As maritime powers, there is a
ready arena available to demonstrate
our shared goals. But all of this is
predicated on the assumption that

U.S. policy remains steadfast in its
belief, held over 15 years, that India
has a value in itself.
This is not that long a period and
when there is loss of focus, artificial
and untenable regional constructs can
sometimes resurface. It may be India’s
defining moment but the decisions that
will determine the relationship’s future
are not just India’s alone.
Indo-U.S. ties need to be worked
upon at different planes. There are
pressing issues on the immediate agenda which require more give and take.
But while doing so, we must not lose
sight of the larger connect that provides an enabling environment where
more ambitious visions could unfold.
That is certainly my operational plan
and I would like to believe that people
here are equally positive.
The full text of the speech can be
viewed at:
https://www.indianembassy.org/pre
ss_detail.php?nid=2014

‘Indian-Americans basis for transformation of India-US ties’

I

ndia’s new Ambassador to the U.S.
has said the small but influential
Indian-American community is the
basis for “dramatic” transformation of
bilateral ties in the past few decades.
“India-US relationship has changed
dramatically. When one thinks about
the transformation of our ties, it is natural to attribute it to some good diplomacy on both sides...but to me, the
basis for transformation of this relationship is the Indian-American community,” S. Jaishankar said.
Addressing the Indian-American
community from Greater Washington
Area at a reception hosted in his honor
by the National Council of Asian
Indian Associations, Jaishankar praised
this small ethnic community for carving a distinct space for itself in the U.S.
in almost all spheres of lives.
“When an American thinks of India,
the image that comes to peoples mind
are Indian-American neighbors, their
Indian American colleagues at work-

place, the people who provide them
services. This is the community, which
is regarded as the best educated community, highest income community
and extraordinary responsible community,” Jaishankar told the audience,
representing some 130,000 strong
Indian-American community in the
Greater Washington Area.
The Ambassador said even through
difficult times, one of the commendable aspects of the community has been
“to be good Indians, good Americans”
and consequently, be good IndianAmericans. Observing that the relationship has grown enormously,
Jaishankar said the “time has come to
set new goals... ambitious goals for
ourselves”.
He identified energy and education
as the two sectors where India and
the United States can enhance their
bilateral partnership, in addition to
the
strategic
and
defense
relationship to ensure a safer,
March 2014
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prosperous and peaceful world.
In the next three years, the U.S.
would emerge as one of the major
energy providers to New Delhi when it
would start shipping natural gas to
India, Jaishankar said.
Coinciding with the new envoy’s
public reception by the community,
Maryland Governor Martin Joseph
O’Malley proclaimed February 15 as ‘S
Jaishankar Day’ in recognition of his
role in strengthening India-U.S. relationship.
The citation in this regard was read
and presented by Maryland Secretary
of State Rajan Natarajan.
The story can be viewed at:
http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-0216/news/47379644_1_indian-american-community-india-us-relationshiptransformation?utm_source=JrlBizJourn
al_20140220&utm_campaign=JrlBizB
ulletin20140220&utm_medium=email

7

Ambassador’s
ENGAGEMENTS
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Ambassador Dr. S. Jaishankar with Patt Quinn, Governor of State of Illinois on February 28.
Ambassador Jaishankar meeting with U.S. Senator Dick Durbin of Illinois in Chicago on February 28.
Ambassador Jaishankar with Congresswoman Robin Kelly, Illinois 2nd District on February 28.
Ambassador Jaishankar with Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky, Illinois 9th District on February 28.
Ambassador Jaishankar with Congressman Danny Davis of Illinois 7th District on February 28.
Ambassador Jaishankar with Illinois Secretary of State Jesse White on February 28.
Ambassador Jaishankar with Lt. Governor of Illinois Sheila Simon on February 28.
Ambassador Jaishankar meeting with U.S. Senator Jeff Flake of Arizona on February 25.
Ambassador Jaishankar meeting with Chairman of House Ways and Means Committee, Congressman
Dave Camp on February 5.
10. Ambassador Jaishankar meeting with U.S. Senator Ben Cardin on February 6.
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Consulate
EVENTS

Mahatma Gandhi’s Punya Tithi observed at CGI New York

T

he Consulate General of
India, New York, in association with Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan, USA observed the
66th Anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi’s Punya Tithi on January 30.
Speaking on the occasion, Consul
General Ambassador Dnyaneshwar
M. Mulay touched upon various
aspects of Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy and its continuing relevance in
the contemporary world and stressed
on the youth to tackle pressing issues
in a peaceful manner.
Dr. Navin C. Mehta, President,
Trustee Committee, Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan spoke about the relevance of
Gandhism today and read out Padma
Shri Dr. P. Jayaraman’s Hindi translation of ‘Gandhi Panchakam’, a

9
Consul General Dnyaneshwar M. Mulay paying floral tributes to the Mahatma’s portrait; (Right)
Presentation of Gandhi’s favorite bhajans.

poem
written
in
Tamil
by
Chinnaswami Subramanya Bharathi
in 1919, which touches on Gandhi’s
philosophy of truth, non-cooperation
and non violence.
The program continued with the
paying of floral tributes to the

Mahatma’s portrait by the Consul
General and Dr. Navin C. Mehta and
guests present on the occasion.
Sanjukta Sen and students of the
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan Music
Academy presented Gandhiji’s favorite
bhajans on the occasion.

Promoting Indian garments Celebrating success of ‘Jaipur Foot’
and its service to the humanity
in New York

T

he Consulate General of India in New York, in collaboration with KAS, New York, organized an event
to showcase Indian dress designs blended with western styles for Fall/Winter 2014 on February 13. KAS was
founded in 2007 by Kirat S Anand, an Indian-origin designer born and brought-up in the US.
Speaking on the occasion, Consul General, Amb.
Dnyaneshwar M. Mulay, explained the role of India as an
important fashion designing country. He also spoke about
the strong garment industry and availability of young talent
in India, a pre-requisite for world fashion industry.
Inaugurating the event, Consul General invited KASdesigner Kirat S Anand and his artists to present their creations. The artists presented Anand’s outfits throughout the
event in varied Indian colors, fabrics, prints and western
style of clothing.
Attending the event Bollywood actor Manisha Koirala
felicitated the young group of models and appreciated their
designs and clothing styles.

Consul General Dnyaneshwar M. Mulay with Bollywood actor Manisha
Koirala; (Right) Artists of KAS, New York, at the event.

T

he Consulate
General of
India, New
York, in collaboration with Diamonds
and
Gemstone
Industry, New York,
organized an event
to celebrate the success of ‘Jaipur Foot’
in
serving
the
humanity and to
honor
Padma
Bhushan Devendra
Raj
Mehta
on
February 11.
Mehta is Founder
& Chief Patron of
(Clockwise from top left) Consul General
Dnyaneshwar M. Mulay; Devendra Raj Mehta and Bhagwan Mahavir
a cross-section of the audience on the occasion. Viklang Sahayata
Samiti (BMVSS), a
non-government organization that provides the world
renowned ‘Jaipur Foot’ free of cost to disabled persons.
Till now, 1.4 million ‘Jaipur Foot’ have been donated in
twenty seven countries around the globe including
Afghanistan, Pakistan, Somalia, Sudan and Zambia. It has
become a symbol of Indian humanitarian assistance in wartorn areas of the world.

March 2014

India Review

Consulate
EVENTS

Consulate General of India in Houston
1

4

2

3

1. Students of noted dance guru Dr. Rathna
Kumar presenting a dance performance during the Republic Day reception hosted by
Consul General P. Harish and Nandita
Parvathaneni on February 2. Ambassador of
India to the United States Dr. S. Jaishankar
attended the reception along with over 300
invited guests.
2. Consul General P. Harish, Ambassador Dr.
S. Jaishankar and Tabla guru Pandit Shantilal
Shah with others during the Republic Day
reception on February 2.

3. Consul General P. Harish, Ambassador Dr. S.
Jaishankar, noted Hindustani music guru
Pandit Suman Ghosh, Sucheta Roy, Sowmita
Narayanan, Amiya, Apurva, Bhavi, Prasun,
and Reet during the Republic Day reception
on February 2.
4. Ambassador Dr. S. Jaishankar and Consul
General P. Harish with Board Members of
Sri Meenakshi Temple at Pearland, Texas on
February 2.

Consulate General of India in Atlanta
1

2

3

4
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1. Dr. Claire Sterk, Provost, Emory University welcoming Consul General
Ajit Kumar to the 5th India Summit at Emory University on February 18
as visiting Professor of History and Political Sciences Ambassador
Marion Creekmore looks on.
2. Consul General Ajit Kumar delivering the keynote address at the 5th
India Summit at Emory University, Atlanta on February 18.
3. Consul General Ajit Kumar and Margret Kumar at the 5th India Summit
at Emory University on February 18.

4. Consul General Ajit Kumar speaking at India Day organized at
Kennesaw State University on January 24.
5. Consul General Ajit Kumar with Professor Govind Hariharan (right)
and Ani Agnihotri (left) of UIBS (USA India Business Summit) at India
Day at Kennesaw State University on January 24.
6. Consul General Ajit Kumar interacting at India Day organized at
Kennesaw State University on January 24.
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Economy
NEWS

‘India, US willing to resolve pharma trade issue’
ndia and the U.S. are in talks to
create an “institutional mechanism” to address issues related
to trade and investments in
healthcare and pharmaceuticals sector,
Commerce and Industry Minister
Anand Sharma said on February 10.
Talking to reporters after meeting
Commissioner for U.S. Food and
Drug
Administration
(FDA)
Margaret Hamburg in New Delhi,
Minister Sharma said both sides recognize importance of the partnership
and are willing to address the issue
affecting it.
“We have discussed the pharma-

I

Minister for Commerce & Industry Anand Sharma
meeting with Margaret A. Hamburg,
Commissioner, U.S. Food and Drug Administration
(USFDA), in New Delhi on February 10.

ceutical issues very clearly. And also
about the cooperation in this sector,”
said Minister Sharma, adding the visiting U.S. official also offered her
cooperation in this regard.
“When we talk of creating an institutional mechanism, to address any
issue which may come up, which has
been agreed to, I think we are satisfied. Because that’s how matters get
addressed,” he said. “These issues do
come up before the countries... What is
important is the willingness to address
those issues, and resolve matters,
which we have definitely mentioned,”
he added.
— IANS

India’s opening up has greatly benefited US firms: CII
ighlighting the exponential growth in
the India-US trade relationship, an
Indian industry group has told a U.S.
commission that American and other foreign
firms have tremendously benefited from
India’s opening up.
Thanks to its “pro-business policies, India
has been consistently rated among the top
investment destinations globally by international bodies”, the Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) told the US International Trade
Commission (USITC) on February 14.
The bipartisan fact finding body was holding a hearing in Washington, D.C. on “Trade,
Investment, and Industrial Policies in India:
Effects on the US Economy” at the behest of
two Congressional committees.
Presenting CII’s strong and reasoned
defense of India’s trade, commercial and
investment policies, Pallavi Shroff, Senior
Partner at Amarchand Mangaldas, pointed
out that from 2005 to 2013, the total IndiaU.S. merchandise trade grew from $26.72 billion to $63.70 billion.
CII also pointed out that in the last decade,
there has been a substantial liberalization of
the FDI regime in India in several sectors from
domestic airlines to retail.
As a result of such pro-business policies,
India has been consistently rated among the
top investment destinations globally by international bodies including the World Bank,

H

and UNCTAD, Shroff said.
This is further evidenced in the fact that
cumulative global FDI inflows to India
between 2002-2012 stood at $164.4 billion,
of which the U.S. share is pegged at about six
percent.
In addition, the fact that a number of U.S.
companies are experiencing high growth and
profitability in India clearly indicated that U.S.
companies, like other foreign firms have
tremendously benefited from India’s opening
up, Shroff said.
Pointing out that the broader strategic partnership between the two countries, goes
beyond the merely transactional, CII said
revamping interactions through various bilateral forums could lead to constructive conversations, policy prescriptions and follow on
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action to further boost investor confidence.
Meanwhile, Ron Somers, President of USIndia Business Council (USIBC), a trade group
comprising 350 top U.S. and Indian companies, said “there are many reasons India
should be a top priority for U.S. attention”.
In an op-ed piece in Roll Call, an influential
publication focusing on congressional affairs,
ahead of his appearance before the panel,
Somers said “the new US-India knowledge
economy is reshaping the commercial as well
as cultural landscape”.
“US and Indian companies have partnered
on many of the most important advancements
in business efficiency, innovation and expansion — building a knowledge-based economy and helping U.S. businesses lead the way
out of the global recession,” he wrote. — IANS

11

Economy

NEWS

Indian economy to grow at 4.9 percent in 2013-14
he Indian economy is expected to grow by 4.9 percent in
the financial year ending
March 31, 2014 as compared
to 4.5 percent expansion recorded in
the previous year, Government data
showed on February 7.
The country’s Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) at factor cost at constant (2004-05) prices in 2013-14 is
likely to be `57.5 trillion as compared
to `54.8 trillion in the previous year,
registering year-on-year increase of
4.9 percent, according to data
released by the Central Statistics
Office (CSO).
For the current fiscal, the sectors
which are expected to register more
than five percent growth are financing, insurance, real estate and business services; community, social and
personal services; and electricity, gas
and water supply.
The agriculture sector is expected
to grow at 4.6 percent, manufacturing
is projected to contract by 0.2 percent, and mining output will drop by
1.9 percent year-on-year in 2013-14.
The GDP at current market price is

T

estimated at `113.2 trillion in 201314 as against `101.1 trillion in the
previous year, showing an increase of
11.9 percent.
India’s per capita income in real
terms (at 2004-05 prices) during
2013-14 is likely to reach `39,961 as
compared to `38,856 in the previous
year.
The growth rate in per capita
income is estimated at 2.8 percent in
the current fiscal against the previous

year’s growth of 2.1 percent.
The net national income (NNI) at
factor cost, also known as national
income, at 2004-05 prices is likely to
be `49.3 trillion during 2013-14, as
against the previous year’s `47.3
trillion.
In terms of growth rates, the national income projected to register a
growth rate of 4.2 percent in 2013-14
as against the previous year’s growth
rate of 3.4 percent.
— IANS

ATMs soon to fork out cash without bank account too
eople without a bank account in
India would soon be able to
withdraw cash from an automated teller machine (ATM) with the
use of mobile technology, Reserve
Bank of India Governor Raghuram
Rajan announced in Mumbai on
February 12.
At present, only bank account holders can withdraw cash from an ATM.
“We have recently approved the inprinciple setting up of a payment system which will facilitate the funds
transfer from bank account holders to
those without accounts through
ATMs,” Rajan said while speaking at
the NASSCOM India Leadership
Forum on financial inclusion and technology.
“Essentially, the sender can have

P
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the money withdrawn from his
account through an ATM transaction.
The intermediary processes the payment, and sends a code to the recipient on his mobile that allows him to
withdraw the money from any nearby
bank’s ATM. The system will take
care of necessary safeguards of customer identification, transaction valiMarch 2014
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dation, velocity checks etc.,” Rajan
said.
“We need more such innovative
products,” he added.
The RBI Governor said cashing out
is important for remittances, because
the country has a large recipient population, most of whom do not have
access to formal banking services.
“The key to cheap and universal payments and remittances will be if we can
find a safe way to allow funds to be
freely transferred between bank
accounts and mobile wallets, as well as
cashed out of mobile wallets, through a
much larger and ubiquitous network of
business correspondents,” he said.
The Nachiket Mor Committee suggests the creation of Payment Banks as
a step towards this goal. — IANS
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Agriculture growth single major factor in
food security: President

A

gricultural growth was a singular contributory factor for
food security and plays a pivotal role in creating employment opportunities and promoting
socio-economic
development,
President Pranab Mukherjee said on
February 4.
“By 2030, global food production
has to increase by 40 percent to keep
pace with the world demand,”
President Mukherjee said at the inaugural session of the Asia-Africa AgriBusiness Forum organized by industry
chamber FICCI.
“One billion people, representing
14 percent of the global population,
are still afflicted by hunger. Asia and
Africa account for most of them. This
cannot continue any further. Food
production has to proceed in a business-unusual manner; on a war footing,” he said.
The President also said enhanced
crop production and productivity were
key priorities in Asia and Africa.
Studies have projected agriculture
and agri-business to be a $3 trillion
business in Africa and almost $4.5 trillion business in Asia by 2030.
He pointed out that the development
of agri-business in these continents has
remained stunted due to inefficient utilization of capacity and resources and
for want of a more favorable policy
environment.
“The sector is plagued by serious
constraints in production, demand and
supply, export potential and processing
capabilities,” he said.
The President said that in Africa,
weak agricultural performance was a
major barrier in the development of the
agri-business sector.
The continent is endowed with 733
million hectares of arable land of which
only 183 million hectares are currently
under cultivation.
Similarly, in Asia land availability for
agriculture is continuously decreasing

13

President Pranab Mukherjee addressing the inaugural session of Asia-Africa AgriBusiness Forum, in New
Delhi on February 4.

due to rising population, he said.
“The shrinking and deteriorating
land resources have to be judiciously
used in order to sustain the needs of
the future. Adequate policies, strategies, technologies and human
resources have to be in place,” the
President said.
He said the challenge was to translate the woes into business opportunities.
“There is a need for both the continents to overcome the challenges
through symbiotic associations.
Partnerships must aim at developing
the agri-business sector into an efficient business enterprise capable of
competing in other international markets.”
On the importance of Information
and Communication Technology
(ICT) for agriculture, he said: “The
Accelerating Green Revolution proMarch 2014
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gramme in Africa seeks to achieve a
quantum jump in productivity and production levels.
“India, which witnessed a Green
Revolution in the sixties, is now moving towards an ‘Evergreen Revolution’,
recognizing the positive role that information technology can play as powerful catalyst for sustainable agricultural
development,” he said.
Mentioning that the future of agriculture depends on the adoption of
scale-neutral technologies, he said:
“Increased mechanization of the farm
sector in India has led to improvement
in productivity.
“India is today a potential source of
high-tech agricultural machinery. Our
country can provide agricultural equipment like harvester, thresher and bailer
machinery, earth moving equipment,
tractors and sowing machinery to
African nations.”
— IANS
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‘India needs n-power till renewables fill gap’

I

ndia needs nuclear power for
civilian use till the time renewable
energy is able to replace the use
of fossil and nuclear fuels,
Minister for New and Renewable
Energy Farooq Abdullah said on
February 6.
“We have to use nuclear energy till
the time when renewable energy comes
to such a level that we are able to dispense with fossil fuels and nuclear
energy,” the Minister said while delivering the inaugural address at the 14th
Delhi Sustainable Development
Summit in New Delhi organized by
The Energy and Resources Institute
(TERI).
“India is moving forward and it
needs energy,” said Minister Abdullah
against the background of India
importing over three-fourths of its oil
requirements.
“We have 1.2 billion people and 40
percent of our people don’t have access
to energy,” he said referring to the con-

Former UN Secretary General Kofi Annan lighting a lamp at the 14th Delhi Sustainable Development
Summit. External Affairs Minister Salman Khurshid and Minister for New and Renewable Energy Farooq
Abdullah are also seen.

ference theme “Attaining Energy,
Water and Food Security for All”.
He said the Government plans to
generate 30,000 MW of solar energy
by 2017.
External Affairs Minister Salman
Khurshid, in his address reflected
India’s growing contribution to the
global discourse on sustainability, both

in terms of volume and impact.
“Both at home and at all our deliberations in the multilateral arena, India
has said that we believe no global effort
to live in peace is possible without sustainable development, both development that is itself sustainable and
development that sustains,” Minister
Khurshid said.
— IANS

India’s e-commerce industry may reach $70 bn by 2020
here is a common saying about the
Indian retail consumers’ “can’t touch,
won’t buy” mentality. However, this is
gradually changing with the rising trend of
online shopping.
India’s e-commerce business jumped by
more than 80 percent in 2013 and the
momentum is likely to continue for at least
the next five-six years, the founders of the
country’s largest e-commerce firm, Flipkart,
said.
Flipkart Co-founder and Chief Executive
Officer Sachin Bansal said the e-commerce
business in India is expected to reach around
$50-70 billion by 2020 on the back of a fast
growing internet-connected population and
improvement in related infrastructure like
payment and delivery systems.
The size of India’s e-commerce market in
2013 was around $13 billion, according to a
joint report of KPMG and Internet and Mobile
Association of India (IAMAI). The online travel segment contributed over 70 percent of

T
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Flipkart CEO Sachin Bansal.

the total consumer e-commerce transactions
last year.
Bansal said online retail, also known as
“e-tail”, will lead the industry’s growth in the
coming years.
“Consumer mentality and shopping pat-

March 2014

India Review

terns are changing very fast. Online shopping is going to become mainstream in the
coming five-six years,” Bansal told IANS in an
interview.
He said smartphones would be the biggest
online shopping driver in the coming years.
“Over half a billion Indians will switch to
smartphones in the next five-six years. That’s
going to be a big driver of e-commerce in
India,” Bansal added.
According to Bansal, online shopping is
becoming increasingly popular in smaller
cities.
“Tier-II and Tier-III cities are opening up
very rapidly. By 2020, you will have e-commerce penetrated everywhere, whether it is
smaller cities or rural areas,” said Bansal.
Alumni of the Indian Institute of
Technology-Delhi, Sachin and Binny Bansal
co-founded Flipkart in 2007. They claim the
company now controls nearly one-third of
India’s online retail business and has over 1
crore (10 million) registered users. — IANS
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Top tourism award warms the cockles of J&K hearts

J

ammu and Kashmir on February
18 bagged “The best state in the
country for comprehensive
development of tourism” award.
Minister for Human Resource
Development Shashi Tharoor handed
it to Jammu and Kashmir’s Tourism
Minister Ghulam Ahmad Mir during
the National Tourism Award function
at the Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi.
“The State Government is working
on a comprehensive development road
map to rejuvenate tourist activities in
conventional areas and also develop
new areas.
“We want to assure that Jammu and
Kashmir will continue to strive for
improving the quality of service offered
to visitors and see that high-end infrastructure is created to increase footfall
from across the globe. Heritage and
adventure tourism is also being
explored to offer excellent services,”
Minister Mir said.
The Minister also highlighted the

15

Minister of State for Human Resource Development Dr. Shashi Tharoor presented the National Tourism
Awards at a function in New Delhi on February 18. Jammu and Kashmir Tourism Minister Ghulam Ahmad
Mir (extreme left) is also seen.

potential of the state for sports, adventure and pilgrim tourism activities.
He said Jammu and Kashmir is
blessed with mesmerizing, enchanting
and amazing natural resorts and wideranging fauna, flora and bio-diversity.
The Minister said there is need to

promote winter sports, particularly skiing in north Kashmir’s Gulmarg ski
resort by upgrading slopes at
Kongdoori and Mary Shoulder.
“This would help in holding national
and international skiing events in
Gulmarg,” he said.
— IANS

India earns `611.62 billion from
2G spectrum auction

Hindustan Powerprojects aims
at 5,000 MW generation

he Government mopped up `611.62 billion in the second generation (2G) spectrum auction in 900 MHz and 1,800 MHz airwaves
that ended on February 13 after 68 rounds, Communications
Minister Kapil Sibal said in New Delhi.
“I want to see a smile on the face of the finance minister and also
of the consumers and that can be only seen if the service provided
by the operators is efficient and is at reasonable prices,” he said.
Now that the auction is complete, the real work for the industry
will begin, he noted.
Telecom Secretary M.F. Farooqui said the Government has garnered
`375.72 billion in 1,800 MHz and `235.89 billion in 900 MHz.
“The auction has progressed smoothly. I think market has determined price through keen competitive bidding,” he told reporters.
Eight mobile phone service providers — Reliance
Communications, Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel, Vodafone, Telewings,
Aircel, Tata Teleservices and Idea Cellular — took part in the auction
that began Feb 3 for 46 MHz in 900 MHz band and 385 MHz in
1,800 MHz band.
Bharti Airtel, whose licenses in Delhi and Kolkata are due to expire
in November, won back 900 MHz in both these metro circles and also
added the same in Mumbai. It also won 1,800 MHz spectrum in 15
circles.
— IANS

industan Powerprojects Pvt Ltd (HPPPL), just-renamed Moser Baer
Projects, plans to invest around `320 billion over three years to
increase its overall generation capacity by over 5,000 MW, of which
1,000 MW will come from solar power. The company’s current capacity from hydro and solar generation is less than 1,000 MW.
Its solar business — Hindustan Cleanenergy — is looking to
enhance its portfolio from 350 MW to 1000 MW by fiscal 2016-17 and
has already invested `55 billion on this.
India’s largest solar power development company will bring 100
MW of solar power online in the next few months, half of which will be
generated in Gujarat in the country’s western extremity, where sunlight
streams in late into the day.
Rajya Wardhan Ghei, Chief Executive of the solar vertical, said scarcity of domestic coal and increasing demand for clean power has led
HPPPL increasingly focus on solar power.
“Coal-based power plants face a lot of issues in acquisition of land
and fuel linkages, causing delays in projects and higher costs. (State
miner) Coal India is also finding it difficult to meet the country’s fuel
requirements from domestic resources,” Ghei noted .
The 30 MW Gunthawada plant, inaugurated by Gujarat Chief
Minister Narendra Modi in October 2011, is Asia’s largest solar power
project.
— IANS
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Foreigners in the pursuit of science in India
At the 101st Indian Science Congress this month, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
announced grand plans to bring back leading Indian scientists working outside the
country. Nature India analyzes a parallel new trend — that of foreign scientists
trickling in to work in Indian labs

G

erman forest scientist
Joachim
Michael
Schmerbeck came to India
to study forest fires, more
precisely, the social drivers and consequences of such fires. “These aspects
of forest fires are hardly studied in
India,” Schmerbeck, an Assistant
Professor at TERI University (TU) in
New Delhi says.
So after a Ph.D from the Technical
University of Munich, a postdoctoral
stint at the University of Freiburg and
some years as a freelancer in natural
resource management, he joined TU in
2009 under the Lektoren programme
of the German Academic Exchange
Service (DAAD). “There are about 470
people in this programme from all over
the world, mostly teaching German,
some covering subjects like law and
mathematics. But there is one for ecology and that is me,” he says. He finds
TU’s faculty and infrastructure quite
competent.
Swiss national Julien-Francois
Gerber was finishing a fellowship at
Harvard in 2012, he thought of applying to Indian institutes.

Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh addressing at
the 101st Indian Science Congress in Jammu on
February 3.

Gerber wanted to come to India
because “there is something exciting
about the potential for intellectual
growth here. Intellectual debates are
often more open than in mainstream
European universities”.
India, he says, offers a fertile ground
for testing “the relevance of the theoretical framework and recommendations, going out into villages and slums
to find original and substantial
answers.”
India is also becoming a viable

choice for postdocs from a number of
countries.
Darius Vasco Köster, a German
biophysicist was working on a Ph.D
at the Curie Institute in Paris when
his supervisor Pierre Nassoy suggested India for a postdoc to further his
interest in other cultures.
His work on understanding the basic
processes of the plasma membrane and
its underlying matrix is similar to
research being carried out at the
University
of
California–San
Francisco, University of CaliforniaBerkeley,
Stanford
University,
University of Chicago, Max Planck
Institute of Biochemistry and CEA
Grenoble.
Although India is trying to raise its
game in the international arena, some
policy issues are holding her back. The
problem of hierarchy. While elite R&D
institutions have a professional culture
(and thus no culture shocks at work
place), it isn’t the case with all institutes. Bureaucracy impedes the flow
and speed of research, especially getting materials and reagents for experiments.

Indian Mars Orbiter completes 100 days in space
16

I

ndia’s maiden Mars Orbiter
spacecraft completed 100 days on
February 12 cruising through
interplanetary space in its voyage
towards the Red Planet.
“Health of the first interplanetary
probe is normal and its journey in the
helio-centric orbit is being monitored
by our deep space network at Byalalu,”
the Indian space agency said in
Bangalore on February 11. Byalalu is
40 km from Bangalore.
Barring a 40-minute break, the
Orbiter has been relaying data

Mars Orbiter Mission Spacecraft attached to the
4th stage of PSLV-C25 and ready for heat shield
closure.

continuously over the last 99 days.
The 1,337kg Orbiter was launched
on November 5 from Sriharikota
March 2014
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spaceport off the Bay of Bengal, about
80 km north east of Chennai, onboard
a 350-ton rocket with five scientific
instruments — Mars Color Camera,
Methane Sensor, Thermal Infrared
Imaging Spectrometer, Lyman Alpha
Photometer, and Mars Exospheric
Neutral Composition Analyser.
“The Orbiter’s propulsion system
has been configured for trajectory correction maneuvers and the Mars orbit
insertion
operation
in
midSeptember,” Indian Space Research
Organisation said.
— IANS
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Sanjeev Kulkarni named Dean
of Princeton Graduate School

Y

et
another
I n d i a n American has
been named to
a top academic job with
the appointment of
Sanjeev Kulkarni as the
next Dean of the prestigious
Princeton
University
Graduate
School.
Kulkarni, Professor of
Electrical Engineering and Director of
the Keller Center, succeeds William
Russel.
His appointment will be effective
from March 31.
“Sanjeev Kulkarni will be a spectacular dean for Princeton’s Graduate
School,” said Princeton President
Christopher L. Eisgruber.
“Sanjeev has a well-deserved reputation for excellence as an interdiscipli-

Indian-American
develops 3-D printed
loudspeaker

ed by an Indian-American student
Apoorva Kiran, scientists at Cornell
University in New York have 3-D printed a
working loudspeaker — seamlessly integrating the plastic, conductive and magnetic parts — and ready for use almost as
soon as it comes out of the printer.
The thrilling discovery means that rather
than assembling consumer products from
parts and components, complete functioning products could be fabricated at once,
on demand.
— IANS

L

nary scholar, a versatile
administrator and a
constructive colleague.
“He cares deeply
about the welfare of
students, and he will be
a thoughtful and effective advocate for graduate education in the
years
to
come,”
Eisgruber said.
Kulkarni, who joined
the Princeton faculty in 1991, said he
appreciates the chance to serve the
University and have an impact in a
new role.
“Through more than 20 years as a
faculty member and administrator, I
have developed a very deep appreciation for Princeton,” Kulkarni said.
“It is an honor and a privilege to
have the opportunity to serve the
University in this capacity.” — IANS

Vikram Singh to join
Washington think tank
ikram Singh, a
leading IndianAmerican
security
expert
at
the
Pentagon, is joining a
Washington
think
tank to oversee its
work on national Vikram Singh
security around the
globe, while continuing his focus on Asia.
As Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
for South and Southeast Asia, Singh is currently the highest-ranking Indian-American
at the Pentagon. He will be officially joining
the Centre for American Progress (CAP) as
the new Vice President for National Security
and International Policy in March.
“We’re thrilled to have Vikram Singh lead
our national security and international policy team,” said CAP President Neera Tanden.
“Vikram is a leading foreign policy
thinker of his generation and has tackled
the country’s greatest foreign policy challenges during his time at the State
Department and the Pentagon.”
— IANS

V

US hails Indian Americans — from
Spelling Bee champ to Hotmail creator

F

rom workers who
built
some
of
America’s first railways in the West to the creator of Hotmail, a new
exhibition in Washington
showcases the contributions made by Indian
Americans to the country’s Dress by Indian-American designer Naeem Khan worn by First
culture beyond Bollywood. Lady Michelle Obama at the White House’s Governors Dinner in
In seven sections spread 2012. ( Photo: John Gibbons, Smithsonian Institution); (Right) Indian
immigrants work on the construction of the Pacific and Eastern
over 5,000-square feet, Railroad in Oregon 1906. (Photo: Southern Oregon Historical Society
‘Beyond Bollywood: Indian / Smithsonian Asian Pacific American Programme)
Americans Shape the
The first-of-its-kind exhibition will
Nation’ explores over 200 years’ hisbe on display for a year in
tory of Indian immigration.
Mounted by Smithsonian’s Asian Washington and then travel to musePacific American Centre, at the ums, libraries and community centers
National Museum of Natural in 15 cities across the country
History, it also takes a close look at through the Smithsonian Institution
Indian Americans’ contributions to Traveling Exhibition Service for five
art, food, music and dance.
years.
— IANS
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SVEEP: Making elections inclusive
How an initiative of the Election Commission of India has ensured greater participation
of the youth in elections over the last three years

The Election Commission’s mascot ‘Mr. Votu’ during ‘Voice of Vote Concert’ — a voter’s awareness campaign at India Gate in New Delhi on December 1, 2013.

“We, the citizens of India, having abiding faith in democracy, hereby pledge to uphold
the democratic traditions of our country and the dignity of free, fair and peaceful elections, and to vote in every election fearlessly and without being influenced by considerations of religion, race, caste, community, language or any inducement”

A
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pledge, which gained popularity among newly eligible
voters in India during the
past three years, changed the
attitude of young India towards elections, thanks to SVEEP (Systematic
Voter’s Education and Electoral
Participation) initiatives by Election
Commission of India (ECI).
Being a landmark initiative by ECI,
SVEEP has stimulated every aspect of
election processes to ensure enhanced
voters’ participation in the elections.
During the last three years, voter registration, especially among youth, has
gone up from 10-15 percent to 30-35
percent and almost all the state assembly elections held since 2010 recorded

high voter turnout with greater participation from youth and women.
Voter registration and electorate
education are central to the election
management process. However, qualitatively and quantitatively voter participation in India is still far from the ideal
of participatory democracy.
To achieve the objectives of increasing voter awareness and voter turnout,
the Election Commission has taken a
major step in the form of Systematic
Voter’s Education and Electoral
participation (SVEEP) program to
inform, educate, motivate and facilitate
voters and in turn make Indian
democracy more participative and
meaningful.
March 2014

India Review

Takeoff
With a sense of urgency to highlight
the issue of low electoral awareness
and low voter turnout issue, ECI chose
the theme, “Greater Participation for a
Stronger Democracy” for its Diamond
Jubilee celebrations in 2010. It is in the
same year the journey of the nation’s
biggest voter participation programme
— SVEEP — began with Bihar
Assembly elections.
In simple terms, SVEEP is a range of
policy initiatives and activities intend to
improve people’s participation in the
electoral process. Since then it has
been taking up activities to remove
gaps in information, motivation and
facilitation and in turn increase voter
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turnout in elections to Legislative
Assemblies to many states. There were
planned IEC (Information, Education
and Communication) interventions in
the Jharkhand elections of end-2009
and subsequently carried forward in
the form of SVEEP (Systematic
Voters’ Education and Electoral
Participation) in Bihar Assembly elections of 2010 and assembly elections of
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Assam, West
Bengal and UT of Puducherry in 2011.
This continued for the 5 State elections
of UP, Goa, Punjab, Uttarakhand and
Manipur and again in the twin general
elections in Himachal Pradesh and
Gujarat in 2012 and elections to NE
states of Tripura, Meghalaya and
Nagaland in early 2013.

Revealing the obstacles
Voters’ Behavior Surveys were carried
out as part of SVEEP. These surveys
revealed the underlying reasons for
under registration, problems in getting
duplicate EPIC, correcting names on
voter list and various information gaps
and low voter turn-out. Moreover, the
surveys also tried to map the demographics of elector-segments with
lower electoral participation.

Targeted intervention
It was observed that the youth and
women constitute a major part of the
people who do not cast their vote. In
order to improve participation of all
sections of electorate, ECI decided to
bridge the gap in information and
motivation, and also simultaneously
made interventions to make the
process of enrolment easier and convenient and the voting experience people friendly. ECI also creatively
engaged with people to enthuse them
to join the electoral process.

Voter should be aware of:
n
n
n
n
n
n

Voter registration
EPIC/Identity proofs
Voting station location
Use of EVMs
Timing of voting
Do’s and don’ts with regards to Model
Code of Conduct
n Use of money, muscle and liquor power
by candidate or their associate to influence electorate
n How to file complaints

tematic interventions for Information,
Motivation and Facilitation (IMF)
measures to involve the people in the
electoral process. They broadly include
situation analysis, systematic planning
and implementation of targeted interventions (on IMF model) based on the
situation analysis, mid-program review
and monitoring and end-term review.
The communication interventions
include multi-media and inter-personal
communication, physical events and
innovative activities for mobilization of
people/community and voter facilitation. ECI also emphasized on social
orientation and collaborative approach
in the whole process of SVEEP.

Formulation of State and
District level SVEEP plans
ECI also initiated some internal organizational changes in the state level and
constituted state and district level core

groups to coordinate and implement all
SVEEP activities. The State Level
Plans and District Level Plans are to be
formulated for the whole year with
intense sub plans for election period.
The plans are to be in conformity with
national framework, laid out by the
Commission, but allowing for due flexibility and credibility at every level.

Collaborations
The Election Commission collaborated
with educational institutions and youth
organizations like NYKS, NSS, NCC
to particularly tap the new voters in the
age group of 18-19 years, promote
greater awareness amongst youth and
students about electoral process and to
seek their assistance in facilitating voter
registration. It also collaborated with
Central and State Government
Departments like the departments of
health,
education,
WCD,
Cooperatives, Welfare etc., so that
these departments can extend their
existing infrastructure and manpower
(field functionaries) for electoral education and outreach. Collaboration
with Government and private media as
well as Civil Society and credible
NGOs for increasing people’s awareness regarding electoral participation
has also helped in creating voter awareness.
In 2013, ECI signed an MoU with
NLMA (National Literacy Mission
Authority) after which electoral literacy

Implementation
The Systematic Voter Education and
Electoral Participation Wing formulates policies, lays down the framework, plans interventions and monitors
implementation besides carrying out
continuous discourse with voting public, civil society groups and media.
SVEEP comprise of a plethora of sys-

Women queuing up to vote in the Rajasthan Assembly Elections in 2013.
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has become a major component of the
Sakshar Bharat Programme of the
Government of India. ECI and UNDP
also have an MoU in the field of Voter
education. Campus Ambassadors have
now been introduced (since December
2013) who would be a student in the
campus and act as ambassador of the
Commission and facilitate the SVEEP
programme in the educational campuses. Now even private media houses
and Corporates are joining in and
extending support in the SVEEP programme of the ECI.

SVEEP in a nutshell

Facilitation

n Voters’ Behavior Survey
n Formulation of State and District level

SVEEP initiated new measures relate
to voter facilitation in areas of registration, issuing voter identity cards and
suggests ways and means to make the
election process voter friendly. These
initiatives include voters’ helplines in all
districts, searching name in the voter
list through internet and SMS, Voters’
facilitation booths, ideal voting booths,
EVM familiarization camps, voter slip,
expanding the I-card basket, among
other measures.

n
n
n
n
n
n

SVEEP plans
Personnel for State level
State and District level core groups
Collaboration with Government departments
Collaboration with CSOs, media and
other organizations
National Voters Day
Identification of National and State Icons

Comparison of voting percentage of the State Assembly elections held after 2010 to the previous ones
Voting Percentage
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Sl. No.

State

Year of Election

Male

Female

Total

1

Assam

2

Bihar

3

Goa

4

Gujarat

5

Himachal Pradesh

6

Jharkhand

7

Karnataka

8

Kerala

9

Manipur

10

Meghalaya

11

Nagaland

12

Punjab

13

Pondicherry

14

Tamil Nadu

15

Tripura

16

Uttar Pradesh

17

Uttarakhand

18

West Bengal

19

Rajasthan

20

Chhattisgarh

21

Delhi

22

Madhya Pradesh

23

Mizoram

2006
2011
2005
2010
2007
2012
2007
2012
2007
2012
2004
2009
2008
2013
2006
2011
2007
2012
2008
2013
2013
2008
2007
2012
2006
2011
2006
2011
2008
2013
2007
2012
2007
2012
2006
2011
2008
2013
2008
2013
2008
2013
2008
2013
2008
2013

76.49
76.85
51.12
69.70
78.86
62.31
72.94
68.36
69.39
--59.13
66.20
71.84
73.17
75.08
85.88
76.94
88.62
85.17
89.09
85.99
75.36
77.58
84.48
83.97
72.41
77.53
90.74
90.73
49.35
58.68
58.95
64.41
82.34
84.22
67.10
74.92
71.80
77.37
58.34
65.98
72.30
73.95
78.77
80.3

74.89
74.94
54.49
70.30
84.57
57.02
69.50
74.01
76.20
--54.53
63.10
70.1
71.08
74.78
86.82
81.36
89.36
88.44
91.33
86.39
75.47
78.90
86.29
86.97
68.75
78.51
91.72
92.94
41.92
60.28
59.45
68.12
80.75
84.45
65.31
75.52
69.20
77.21
56.62
65.13
65.91
70.11
81.24
82.2

75.77
75.92
45.85
52.67
70.51
81.73
59.77
71.30
71.61
72.69
57.03
56.96
64.68
71.00
72.38
74.92
86.73
79.19
88.99
86.82
90.19
86.19
75.45
78.20
86.00
85.52
70.82
78.01
91.22
91.82
45.96
59.40
59.45
66.17
81.97
84.33
66.25
75.20
70.51
77.32
57.58
65.60
69.28
72.66
80.02
81.2
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‘Himachali Thali’ served at Wildflower Hall — Shimla in the Himalayas, in Himachal Pradesh.

Himachali food on road to revival
To correct the common perception that Himachali and Punjabi cuisines are same, three
hotels in Shimla have taken initiatives to offer traditional cuisines, laced with an
assortment of herbs and spices

T

raditional Himachali food
like khoru, patore, babroo,
chaa ghosht and murgh anardana that have been long forgotten are now being offered by a chain
of hotels using the finest ingredients,
traditional recipes and methods.
The traditional cuisines, laced with
an assortment of herbs and spices, are
now offered at three hotels in Shimla
— Clarkes, The Cecil and Wildflower
Hall — and at The Oberoi in Delhi,
Clarkes’ Kitchen Executive Meet Singh
Malhotra said.
“We have added the ‘Himachali
Thali’, both vegetarian and non-vegetarian, in our cuisines. It’s basically a
four-course unlimited meal during
lunch and a-la-carte Himachali menu
during dinner,” Malhotra said.

The cuisines are not only offered in
traditional style but also cooked by
chefs trained by the botis or hereditary cooks, he added.
The starter begins with khoru, a
yoghurt soup flavored with coriander
and cumin. It is served with khus
sidoos, a sort of jaggery and poppy
seed bread. Then patore, steamed
Colocasia/rye leaves roulade with
gram flour, is served with mooli ki
chutney.
The main course has the chaa ghosht
or lamb cooked in yoghurt gravy, or
murgh anardana, chicken stewed in
pomegranate paste, for non-vegetarians. For vegetarians, it is Himachali dal
channa, split gram with fennel seeds,
and mathri choware, lentil fritters in
spinach gravy.
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For those with a sweet tooth, there is
meethe chawal, sweetened red rice
with dry fruits and saffron.
The food is cooked in copper vessels
which impart a special flavor to the
dishes, said Malhotra.
The main course will have a choice
of bread — babroo, chawal ki kadak
roti and beduan roti.
In the end, top up with your
favorite flavor of meetha kaddu or red
pumpkin pudding with melon seeds
or badana mithha or lentil fritters
stewed in sugar syrup served with
vanilla ice cream.
“We use only the finest ingredients,
besides traditional recipes and methods
to create wholesome, natural products
for you to enjoy,” Clarkes’ General
Manager D.P. Bhatia said.

Cinema

NEWS

Good time for women in
Bollywood, says Madhuri Dixit

Madhuri Dixit in a still from Gulaab Gang.

L

auding Gulaab Gang director Soumik Sen for scripting
a woman-centric film, actor
Madhuri Dixit acknowledged that women have risen to
prominence in the film industry and
are essaying diverse roles from scripting to direction.
Madhuri also noted the changing
trend of directors perceiving women in
unconventional roles.
“I see lot of women in script-writing,
lot of women directing movies; so I

think the women have not only been
relegated to those jobs considered
women’s jobs like say hair-dresser or
an actress. These were the only two
women seen earlier on the set, but
today we see a lot of them in diverse
roles,” she told the media while promoting Gulaab Gang in Kolkata on
February 21.
Gulaab Gang is directed by Soumik
Sen and produced by Anubhav Sinha.
The film also features Huma Qureshi
and Juhi Chawla.

No issues with bold
scenes: Alia Bhatt
ALIA BHATT already seems to be getting
experimental — after playing a fashion-conscious and arrogant young girl in her debut
film Student Of The Year she is now seen as a
deglamorized character in Highway. She says
she won’t do something as bizarre as going
bald for a movie, but she’s game to being
bold.
Her father, filmmaker Mahesh Bhatt, is
known to have produced several bold movies
like Murder, Jism, Raaz and Kalyug and Alia
doesn’t find it tough to take up bold roles.
“I would love to do a film like Murder,” the
actor said.
Her connect with her father goes beyond
her appreciation for his body of work. She
keeps her personal life private, but admits she
turns to him for advice regarding her professional decisions.
“I don’t discuss my personal life with my
father, but I discuss my
work with him a lot.
We have become
closer since I have
become an actor,”
she said.
As a person,
she believes
she is like her
father.
“I have his
will power,”
she said.

‘The Lunchbox’ inspired by stories about housewives
22

ack in 2007 Indian-American filmmaker
Ritesh Batra had embedded with
Mumbai’s dabbawallas for a couple of
weeks while trying to make a documentary
about them, but instead ended up making The
Lunchbox.
“I wanted to find personal stories from
among them. Instead we became friends and
they started telling stories about the housewives they would pick up lunchboxes from,”
Batra said.
“I got more interested in that. So I abandoned the documentary and started writing

B

Irrfan in a still from Ritesh Batra’s critically
acclaimed film The Lunchbox.

this,” said the director, who has won the Best
Debut Director prize at the prestigious 2014
FilmFare Awards for the film.
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That was the genesis of the film now
released in New York and Los Angeles after a
stellar run at the world’s top film festivals
including Cannes, Toronto, and Sundance
where it met with rave reviews.
It then opens in San Francisco, Washington
DC, Chicago and other major US cities.
Batra never anticipated the way the film
seems to have taken both India and the West
by storm. “You are just trying to be honest to
every moment of the film,” he said. “It’s hard
enough to make a film. To anticipate what it’s
going to do later is just impossible.”
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(Clockwise from above) Great One-horned Rhinoceroses in Kaziranga; One of the 468 Eastern Swamp
Deers; and an Asiatic Water Buffalo.

KAzirANGA
The den of the one-horned rhinos
U
nlike a tiger reserve where
the sighting of India’s
national animal is often a
matter of chance, a visit to
this national park in Golaghat and
Nagaon districts of Assam is certain
to offer more than a glimpse of the
one-horned rhinoceros, dwelling in
its natural habitat.
The best time for sighting is March
when the forest officials burn the
grass to facilitate fresh growth, and
the small watering holes dry up, forcing the animals to go to the larger
reservoirs to quench their thirst.
A World Heritage Site declared by
UNESCO, Kaziranga boasts a third
of the world’s Great One-horned
Rhinoceroses, even as it is also home
to Asiatic Water Buffalos, Swamp
Deer, elephants, gaur, sambar, wild
boar and hog deer.
Park officials claim the park is also
home to 86 tigers in its area of 430
sq km as per Census taken in 2000,

making it a reserve with one of the
largest densities of this big cat.
This apart the park also houses
nine species of primates including
the Assamese Macaque, Lutings,
Golden Langur and the only ape
found in India, the Hoolock Gibbon.
It also has quite an array of birds,
both resident and migratory.
As per an official notice board on
the outskirts of the park, Kaziranga
has 1,552 Great One-horned
Rhinoceroses, 1,432 Asiatic Water
Buffalos, 468 Eastern Swamp Deer,
1,048 Asiatic Elephants and 478
species of bird species.
Once one has settled in one of the
numerous hotels, lodges and resorts,
both the jeep safari and an elephant
ride are must-dos. While a jeep safari
covers a lot of distance, a ride on the
pachyderm takes you to the interiors
for a closer view of rhinos and other
fauna. The park remains closed from
mid-April to mid-October.
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Located to the south of the
mighty Brahmaputra river
in Assam, Kaziranga
National Park boasts a
third of the world’s Great
One-horned Rhinoceroses
GETTING THERE:
n Kaziranga Nation Park is a 150-minute
drive from Jorhat and 180-minute drive
from Guwahati. Cabs cost around
`1,800 to `2,500. Bus rides are available, too.
n The nearest airports are at Jorhat and
Guwahati, 100 km and 225 km away,
respectively.
n The park is on National Highway 37.
ACCOMMODATION:
Double rooms and cottages in one of the
several Assam Tourism-run properties
around the park cost between `1,500 and
`3,000 per night, while a stay in a private
luxury resort can go up to around `20,000
per night for two people with all amenities
thrown in.
EATING OUT:
Food is inexpensive and one has restaurants to pick, suiting every budget. In the
Assam Tourism-run properties, a meal costs
around `400 for two people.
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